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_________ is ________________ After a Long Dark ________





We not only believe in the existence of truth, but we believe we have truth...a truth we can share with the twentieth-century world.” 


Francis Schaeffer





“We must defend the truth lovingly, winsomely, letting others see in all we do the excellence of Him who has called us from darkness to light.” 


Charles Colson





“Stand against that which is wrong, show why it is wrong, overcome it and plant truth in its place.” 


A. W. Tozer     








To download Sermon Notes and Bridgeway Sermons visit BridgewayChristian.org. 





Questions for the Heart and Spirit


William Butler Yeats, in “The Second Coming” mused:  “Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere the ceremony of innocence is drowned; The best lack all conviction, while the worst are full of passionate intensity.” When evil is everywhere and the world is ripe for judgment, in what ways can God protect his own?  Does history as well as Scripture give you that confidence?


Think about the things that are happening in the world around you, from a global to a local level.  Do you feel that we should “put the world to rights” as NT Wright the Archbishop of Durham has said?  Or do you feel that the Lord is about to put it right Himself?  


Questions for the Mind


READ:  Rev 10:1-5, 4:3, 5:2, Ex. 13:21-22, 14:24, Amos 3:7-8.  Who is this other strong angel?  Have we seen him before?  Does the angel’s appearance remind you of someone else?  Why?


READ:  Rev. 10:5-7, 5:13, 15:1,Gen. 1:6-10, 14:22, Dan. 12:7, Deut. 32:40, Eph.1:10, 1:20-22 .  Describe the angel’s stance.  What 3 spheres are united in this stance?  What is the significance of that?  What is the mystery that will be fulfilled?


READ:  Rev. 10:8-11, Ezek. 3:1-3, 10, Ps. 119:103  How does the scroll in Revelation differ from the one in Ezekiel?  In what ways is John’s message bittersweet?  Can you foresee in the next chapter the church invincible, and we are just a foreshadowing of it?


Application


Do you know of anyone who is fed up with the death, economy, environment, foreign oppression (Iran comes to mind) and seems utterly helpless to do anything about it?  Share with them “the reason for the hope that lies within you, yet with gentleness and respect!”


Watch this video of Francis Chan at Cornerstone Church in Southern California! � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA_uwWPE6lQ" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA_uwWPE6lQ�








Notes  
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