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Ephesians 2

God’s Solutions to Man’s Toughest Problems
“The word grace emphasizes at one and the same time the helpless poverty of man and the limitless kindness of God.” William Barclay

“God loves us the way we are, but He loves us too much to leave us that way.” Leighton Ford
“If I were called upon to identify the principal trait of the entire twentieth century, I would be unable to find anything more precise than to repeat once again, ‘Men have forgotten God.”  

Alexander Solzhenitsyn

“God wants us to worship Him. He doesn’t need us, for He couldn’t be a self-sufficient God and need anything or anybody, but He wants us. When Adam sinned it was not he who cried, ‘God, where art Thou?’ It was God who cried, ‘Adam, where art thou?” C. S. Lewis 
God’s _______ is ____________ Than Our _____
Outline
The Problem of Sin

This Old Man…
· Dead in Our Sins - Eph 2:1-3
The Gift of Grace
The Gift That Keeps on Giving

· Saved by Grace - Eph 2:4-7
The Problem of Exclusion

Homeless

· Gentiles Were Excluded - Eph 2:11-12

The Gift of Inclusion

Power Move

· Gentiles Are Included - Eph 2:13-18

A New Home for the Whole Family

· Gentiles are Grafted Into the Family - Eph 2:19-22
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for Heart and Spirit
1) When’s the last time you said you felt dead. What would it actually feel like to be dead and go on moving and working and not quite living life? (**Extra Credit: Watch Pirates of the Caribbean:The Curse of the Black Pearl and pay attention to Barbossa’s description to Elizabeth Swan of life under the curse)

2) What have you done to be saved? What do you do to stay in God’s grace?

3) For whom is there no room in the Kingdom and the family of God?

 
Questions for the Mind
1) Read: Ephesians 2:1-4; Ephesians 5:3-20

· How does Paul describe spiritual death?

· What does it mean to be an “object of wrath?” What difference does it make to be in God’s grace?

· Have you always been alive in Christ? Put yourself into Paul’s description of the Church as a few living people raised from the mass of walking dead. How does it change the way you see and feel about lost people around you?
 2) Read: Ephesians 2:4-10; Deuteronomy 7:7-11
· What reason does Paul give for God making us alive?

· Is faith something we get? Something we do? Where does it come from?

· What does Paul say we are made to do? What’s our job? Do you brag about doing your job, or deserve special treatment because you do your job?
  3) Read: Ephesians 2:11-22
· Non-Jews: Who are the modern day gentiles of the Kingdom of God? What group is unworthy of God’s love? Is it possible Christ died to reconcile them to us? Does it change the way you look at them to consider that you were once a “them” to the chosen people? How do we live out this truth?

· Jews: In what ways can you live out reconciliation with the Gentiles? What particular groups among Gentiles require special focus on reconciliation with Jews? How could the power of God be employed and shown before the world?

Application
· Thank God for choosing you, for waking you from the dead, and for making you a first-class citizen in the Kingdom of God, a child of the King. Imagine yourself as God, loving a dead outcast! Write God a thank you letter.

· Choose a short-term and a long term way to make your life a thank you/love letter to God. Now that you’ve chosen, do it!
