Who Would Have Thought?

Ephesians Series – Pt. 3
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Ephesians 3

The Glory of the Gentiles

“If you’re going to care about the fall of the sparrow, you can’t pick and choose who’s going to be the sparrow.”  Madeleine L’Engle
“The Church is nothing but a section of humanity in which Christ has really taken form. The Church is the man in Christ, incarnate, sentenced and awakened to new life.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“The Bible tells us to love our neighbors and also to love our enemies; probably because they are generally the same people.” G. K. Chesterton 

The ___________ of the ___________ Rocked 
Heaven & Earth

Outline
Chains of Love

· Paul is Imprisoned for the Gentiles (Eph 3:1)
Combo Pack

· Paul Reveals the Mystery of Gentile Inclusion (Eph 3:2-6)
Hear Ye, Hear Ye

· Paul is Called as Gentile Herald (Eph 3:7-9)
Let There Be Light

· Paul’s Message to the Heavenlies (Eph 3:10-13)
A Fountain Flowing Deep & Wide

· Paul Prays for the Gentiles To Know God’s Glorious Love (Eph 3:14-19)
Glory to God in the Highest!

· God’s Revelation Leads to His Glory (Eph 3:20-21)
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit    

1) Do you enjoy mysteries? Do you think God does? Do a word search in the bible for the word “mystery.” What insight do you get into God’s character?
2) As a respected rabbi raised from birth and trained in Jewish law, Paul thought he knew God. He thought his heart was right with God. Was it? How is he different than those who think the same today?
3) Do you believe that God can reconcile every people group together in the church? What is God’s part? What is yours?

Questions for the Mind       

1) Read: Eph 3:1-2, Gal 1:11-12, Act 21:26-29, Rom 11:13-14

· Why was Paul imprisoned? Why were the Jews so angry at him? What were the charges against him? 
· How does Paul describe himself? Who was in control?

· Where did Paul get his authority? Why was Paul writing this letter? Have you ever thought about the benefit to us from Paul’s imprisonment?
2) Read: Eph 3:3-6, Mat 13:34-35, Rom 16:25-27,Gen 12:3, Isa 42:6

· Did the Old Testament prophets know and understand that Gentiles would enjoy salvation? Did the Pharisees believe it?
· What is the great mystery Paul refers to? When was the plan revealed? 

· Why do you think God would use a “Jew among Jews” to evangelize the Gentiles?
3) Read: Eph 3:14-20, John 17:25-26, 1Cor 12:13

· Do you see the Trinity unified here? What is each of their roles?  How does this all work together??? (Now that’s a mystery!)

· What is Paul praying for every believer? What is Jesus praying? 
· How can we fully apprehend the love of Christ?

· What are the petitions in Eph 3:16-19 that Paul prays for us?
4) Read: Eph 3:21

· Who gets the glory?

· How long will this praise continue?

· Don’t you want to part of it? 
Application     

· Does Jesus live in your heart? How much of it? What areas of your life are still influenced by self-centeredness, unhealthy influences, and just plain sin? Jesus needs to settle down and be at home in every area of our lives.  A simple, great book to read is Robert Munger’s  My Heart-Christ’s Home (it’s under 50 pages).

· Read Eph 3:16-19 again. Rewrite a part of the prayer inserting words that describe your current life to make it specific to you.
