A Functional Family

Ephesians Series – Pt. 5
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Ephesians Chapter 5

Bringing Spiritual & Physical Families Together

“What does the Lord do to help broaden my horizons and assist me in seeing how selfish I am? Very simple: He gives me four busy kids who step on shoes, wrinkle clothes, spill milk, lick car windows, and drop sticky candy on the carpet…Being unselfish in attitude strikes at the very core of our being. It means we are willing to forgo our own comfort, our own preferences, our own schedule, our own desires for another’s benefit. And that brings us back to Christ.”  Charles Swindoll

“Marriage turns out to be a mirror. Each reflects the other, which is bound to be in some degree painful, for none of us can bear too much reality at once.” Elisabeth Elliot

“At a deep level I sense that church contains something I desperately need. Whenever I abandon church for a time, I find that I am the one who suffers. My faith fades, and the crusty shell of lovelessness grows over me again. I grow colder rather than hotter. And so my journeys away from church have always circled back inside.” Philip Yancey 

Regardless of the Type, _________ are _________ of Transformation
Outline
Copycat

· A Call to Love Like God Loves (Eph 5:1-2)
No Free Pass

· A Call to Live Differently (Eph 5:3-7)
Walk Toward the Light

· A Call to Live as Holy (Eph 5:8-14)
Razor Sharp

· A Call to Be Alert (Eph 5:15-18)
Family Matters

· A Call to Treat Other Believers with Dignity & Love (Eph 5:18-21)
Joyfully Submitted

· A Call for Wives to Submit to Their Husbands (Eph 5:22-24)
Lovingly Attentive

· A Call for Husbands to Love Their Wives (Eph 5:25-33)
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1) Oswald Chambers, in reflecting upon the end of Ephesians Ch 4(vs. 30-32) says that “You must keep yourself in the proper condition to allow the life of the Son of God to be manifested in you.”  How does that exhortation prepare you for the first part of Ephesians 5?
2) There are many things that affect the church, community, family, and individuals at Ephesus.  How can we take Paul’s advice to the church at Ephesus and use it today to glorify God, be a light to the world, and defend against the attacks of the family unit?

Questions for the Mind

1) Read Eph. 5:1-2, Rom. 8:29, Matt. 5:48, Eph. 5:3-18

· What does it mean to be “imitators of God?”  

· How do vs. 3-18 contrast with vs. 1-2?  Why does Paul focus on individual behaviors first before going into the husband and wife relationships further in vs. 22-33?

· How can our walk as “children of light” affect non-believers?  How does the “fruit of light” manifest in our activities?

2) Read  Eph. 5:18-21 1:13,14,4:30, Col. 3:15-16, John 14:16,26,16:12-15, 17:17

· How does being “filled with the Spirit” contrast with “being drunk with wine?”

· What outward evidences show a continuous reliance on the Spirit, rather than on the things that only appeal satisfactory for a time?

· How will “submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ” unite all of us in Him?

3) Read Eph. 5:22-6:9, 1:22, 4:14-16, John 15:12-15, Luke 22:25-27

· How do the commands in vs. 22-28 contrast with what today’s society expects?  How does the husband’s responsibility compare/contrast with the wife’s?  Ultimately, who is glorified with this submission/love?

· What part do children have in carrying out part of Christ’s plan to bring unity to the human race?  Could it be generational?

· Why does Paul exhort fathers to nurture, not nag our children?

Application

1. How can you commit this week to be an “imitator of God/Christ?”

2. How can you renew a spousal relationship of mutual submission to each other as you would to Christ?

3. In what ways can we reinforce the necessity of a strong family?  Is it in a weekly devotion?  Reading a Psalm with dinner each nite?  Reaching out to friends in a small group for advice?
