The Upside Down Show

Matthew Series – Pt. 4
7/26/08-7/27/08

Matthew 5:1-16

Jesus Reveals the True State of the Kingdom
“The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best-known part of the teachings of Jesus, thought arguably it is the least understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed.” John Stott

“No one who meets Jesus ever stays the same.”  Philip Yancey
“Have you looked at these Christians closely? Hollow-eyed, pale-cheeked, flat-breasted, they brood their lives away unspurred by ambition The sun shines for them but they don’t see it. The earth offers them its fullness, but they desire it not. All their desire is to renounce and suffer that they may come to die.” Emperor Julian
The ________ to Understanding the _______ May be Merely New ______
Outline
What Are You Talking About?

· Understanding the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:1-2)
Let’s Make One Thing Clear

· Jesus Contrasts True Christian Spirit with Pharisaical Nonsense (Matt 5:3-12)
Yeah, It’s Kinda Like That

· Jesus Announces the Role & Value of the Church on Earth (Mt 5:13-14)
Space to Take Notes
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Jesus Reveals the True State of the Kingdom
Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1) John Stott, in remarking on the Beatitudes said, “It seems likely that he [Jesus] deliberately went up on the mountain to teach, in order to draw a parallel between Moses, who received the law at Mount Sinai, and himself, who explained its implications to his disciples on the so-called 'Mount of the Beatitudes."  Do you agree with this assessment?  Does Matthew’s authorship support it?
2) The Sermon on the Mount is the first of five great blocks of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew?  Who is it directed to?  How can you apply the “truthiness” of the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount to your life today?

Questions for the Mind

1) Read Matt. 5:1-12, Rom. 9:30,31

· Who are the poor in spirit that Jesus is talking about in v.2?  Are they the materially poor?  Why or why not?  

· There is a lot of attention on v.6 today in the world.  ?

· Read vs. 11-12.  It is one thing to be “reviled and persecuted,” but how can you “rejoice and be glad in it?”

2) Read  Matt. 5:13, Col. 2:20 

· What was the primary purpose of salt in Jesus’ day?  Was it as a flavoring, or something more?

· How does Jesus’ exhortation to his disciples’ to be like salt affect the world around them?

3) Read  Matt. 5:14-16, Is. 60:1-3, John 20:21

· How does Jesus demand that the light within His disciples be displayed?  

· What city is Jesus referring to in v. 14?  

· How can our walk as “children of light” affect non-believers?  

Application

1) Do you identify with any of the people Jesus is talking about in the Beatitudes?  How can you think of ways to aspire to their level?

2) Are you Secret Agent for Christ?  Has anyone blown your cover?

3) Spurgeon says that “We are not lights of the world by nature; at best we are but  lamps unlit until the Spirit comes.”  Ask yourself whether God has ever kindled you by the flame of his Spirit.  Have you ever been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into light?  


