Tested and Found Faultless
Matthew Series – Part 3
Matthew 4:1-25, 7/19/08 – 7/20/08
Jesus’ Testing & Early Ministry
“Jesus was not tempted so that the Father could learn anything about His Son, for the Father had already given Jesus His divine approval. Jesus was tempted so that every creature in heaven, on earth, or under the earth might know that Jesus Christ is the Conqueror. He exposed Satan and his tactics, and He defeated Satan. Because of His victory, we can have victory over the tempter.”     — Bible Exposition Commentary
With every great _____________ comes great ____________.
Outline
· Jesus is Tested, His Character Proven – Matt 4:1-11

· Jesus Moves to Capernaum – Matt 4:12-17

· Jesus Calls His First Disciples – Matt 4:18-22

· Jesus Begins His Ministry In Earnest – Matt 4:23-25

Matthew Series – Part 3
Matthew 4:1-25, 7/19/08 – 7/20/08
Jesus’ Testing & Early Ministry
Digging Deeper

Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. What are the things that tempt you away from following Gods Word ?

How do you respond to these temptations?  How did Jesus respond to temptation here in Chapter 4?  Does this help you to see how you can respond?

2. Who is tempting Jesus?  Who tempts you?  Should there be a different response depending on who is doing the tempting?  How so?

3. Has God called you to follow Him in any way?  In what ways?  What was your response?  Were you as prompt in your response as Peter and Andrew?  Why or why not?

4. Jesus healed many people with various diseases in this chapter.  Does Jesus still heal people today?  Why or why not, and what is your proof?

Questions for the Mind

1. READ:  Matt 26:41; Lk 22:40; 1 Tim 6:9; 2 Pet 2:9; 1 Cor 10:13

Where does temptation originate?  What is one way to avoid temptation?  Who can protect you?  Is your temptation greater than some one else and do you always have an escape route if you would but use it?

2. READ:  Prov 30:5; Isa 40:8; Lk 8:21; Lk 11:28; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 2:9; Heb 4:12; Jn 1:1-3; Rev 19:13
What did Jesus use to refute the temptations of  Satan?  Is the Word of God     still trustworthy?  What can it do?  Do you use it for those purposes, or do you just read it as any other book?  

3. READ:  Gen 22:1; Ex 16:4; Ex 20:20; Deut 8:2; Ps 105:19; Jn 6:6; 1 Pet 4:12; Rev 2:10

Look up the word temptation in the dictionary, then look up the word test.  Is there a difference?  Did God test people in scripture?  Does he still test people?  How/ and Why?  What do you need to do to pass the test?

4. READ:  Matt 4:23-25; Mk 1:21-34; Lk 5:12-25; Jn 2:1-11

After Jesus selected His disciples, what tactics did He use to call attention to His ministry and message?  Does the church still use these today?  Do you use these tactics?  Which ones do you not use, and why not?  Do you think this was an effective process for Jesus to tell them who He was?  What might you have done different?

5.  READ:  Matt 4:19-22;  9:9; 8:18-22; 16:24; 19:21

What did Jesus ask of those He wanted as His disciples, or who wanted to be His disciples?  When did He want them to do this?  Do you think this was reasonable?  Have you done or are you willing to do this?

Application

Look up the word “follow” in several dictionaries or thesaurus. How do these definitions mesh with the meaning of the Greek word translated as follow?  (Use a Greek dictionary)  Are you really following Jesus?  Pray that God would empower you to follow Him more closely.  What adjustments do you need to make in your life style?
