The Motive Filter

Series – Pt. 6

8/9/08-8/10/08

Matthew 6:1-7:6

Not so Gentle Guidelines for Holy Living

“Before we can pray, ‘Thy Kingdom come,’ we must be willing to pray, ‘My kingdom go.’”  Alan Redpath

“One must reach the point of not caring two straws about his own status before he can wish wholly for God’s kingdom, not his own, to be established.” C. S. Lewis

“To succeed fully is beyond us, but to attempt less is unthinkable.” Barry Callen 

“Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow; it empties today of its strength.” Corrie Ten Boom 

‘____ Living’ ___ be for _____ Reasons

Outline
The Gift of Secrecy

· A Call to Give From the Heart Not for Praise (Matt 6:1-4)
The Show Must Go Off

· A Call to Pray Properly & Forgive Appropriately (Matt 6:5-15)
Motive Check

· A Call to Fast Honestly (Matthew 6:16-18)

Check-up Book

· A Call to Examine Money/Resources & Treasures in Heaven (Matt 6:19-24)

Look Dad, No Hands!

· A Call to Let Worry Go (Matt 6:25-34)

You’ve Got Something in Your Eye

· A Call to Restrain Judgment (Matt 7:1-6)
A Place to Take Notes:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Motive Filter

Matthew 6:1-7:6

Not so Gentle Guidelines for Holy Living
DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit    

1) Do you think of yourself as a charitable person? If so, are you sure that your charity is pleasing to God? Why or why not? 
2) How much time do you spend in prayer each day? How do your prayers usually go? (i.e. requests, praise, thanksgiving, confession?)
3) Jesus says you cannot serve two masters (Mat 6:24). How have you known this to be true in your life?

Questions for the Mind       

1) Read: Matt 6:1-7,16-18; 7:1-6; Ecc 12:14; 2 Cor 5:10; Lk 18:11-14
· What areas of our daily life are addressed by Jesus in these verses? 

· What’s to be our true motivation in each of these areas? Why are motives key?
· Have you ever fasted? Why is this spiritual discipline so neglected in most of the church today?
· The secular impression of the “judge not” passage is that we should never make moral judgments on others. Is this true? Are there different types of judgments? What would happen if the church did not judge false teachings?  Since the church needs to be discerning,  what is Jesus condemning?  

2) Read: Matt 6:8-15; Heb 11:6; Ac 27:35;Lk 18:1-8; 1 Pet 3:12

· Is the “Lord’s Prayer” a prayer we should recite verbatim or a how-to-do-it prayer? Why do so many Christians and churches use it as a mantra?  Is using it in this way a  contradiction to Jesus teaching? Does Jesus condemn public praying or repetition in prayer? 

· What does, ”Do not lead us into temptation“ mean? Does God cause us to be tempted? Where do are temptations come from? 

· Why is forgiveness such a big deal to God and therefore to us?  

· Are all prayers acceptable to God? Why or why not?

· Are your prayers always directed to God, not  people? Have you seen others use prayer to promote themselves or give advise to those hearing their prayers? How can we keep our eyes (and words) truly on God during our prayers?  

3) Read: Matt 6:19-24; 1 Pet 1:3-5; 1 Tim 6:9-19

· How is Jesus challenging us in these passages?

· What and where are our true treasures? 
· How do we balance are need for earthly possessions with our heavenly ones? Is this an area of difficulty for you?
4)Read Matt 6:25-34; Prov 16:33; Phi 4:6; Pslm 55:22; 1Pet 5:7

· What is the solution to all of our worries?  

· Who is in control? Do we really believe this? If so, why do we worry so much? Is it really a sin? 

· How can you counteract worry? How can you prevent worry?
Application     

· Jesus’ teachings touch on many heavy areas of our lives. Which ones are the most problematic for you? Why? What steps can you take? How can you help others that are struggling in the same area? Pray for wisdom and pick one area to work on. Don’t “worry” I am sure you will have many opportunities to work on the other areas too!
