The Dividing Line

Matthew Series – Pt. 7
8/16/08-8/17/08

Matthew 7:7-29

A Contrast for Eternity
“The claims of Jesus were indeed put forward so naturally, modestly and in directly that many people never even notice them….Either they are true, or Jesus was suffering from what C. S. Lewis called a ‘rampant megalomania’…the only alternative is to take Jesus at his word, and his claims at their face value. In this case, we must respond to his Sermon on the Mount with deadly seriousness. For here is his picture of God’s alternative society. These are the standards, the values and the priorities of the kingdom of God…For He is the Lord of the counter-culture.”  John Stott
The ____________ Dictates the _________
Outline
Good Dad, Good Gifts

· Instruction on Prayer & the Provision of God (Matt 7:7-12)
Sifting Through Distraction

· Instruction on the Entrance to Heaven (Matt 7:13-14)

Watch Out

· Instruction on False Prophets (Matt 7:15-20)

The Scariest Verse in the Bible

· Further Instruction on the Entrance to Heaven (Matt 7:21-23)

Bedrock

· Instruction on Proper Foundations (Matt 7:24-27)

More Than a Teacher

· A Reflection on Christ (Matt 7:28-29)
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DIGGING DEEPER
Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. Ask. Seek, and Knock, are all key elements of Jesus` message in this passage.  What are His promises if we Ask, Seek, and Knock?  How do we do this?  Are you?

2. What sort of relationship do you need to have with Him to be invited to Ask, Seek, and Knock?  What sort of relationship would you need to have with someone before you invited them to ask or seek or knock on your door?

3. Verse 12 is a challenge to most of us.  How are you doing in this area?  Do you need some confession and forgiveness time?

4. Do verses 21-23 give you food for thought?  From Lance’s sermon last week, what is the important part here?  How is your attitude?

Questions for the Mind

1. READ:  Mk 11:24; Rom 8:26; Eph 6:18;1 Thess 5:17; 1 Tim 2:8  

· ‘Ask’, ‘Seek’, and ‘Knock’, are all part of what activity we are commanded to do?  What are the promises when we engage in that activity?

2. READ:  Matt 7:16-20; Matt3:8; Lk 13:6-9; Jn 15:2-16; Jn 7:38  
· Are you bearing the type of fruit spoken of in these passages?  What is the requirement for bearing good fruit?  What happens when good fruit is not borne?  If you are not bearing good fruit, will a little water help?

3. READ:  Matt 7:21-23;  Ps 37:8-9; Prov 17:4; Mal 4:1-3; 1 Pet 2:12-17  

· What is the problem in Matt 7:23?  Why are these people called evildoers?  Are they not doing good works?  How do your good works stack up against theirs?  Why?

4. READ:  Matt 7:26-27; Lk 24:25; Rom 1:21; 1 Cor 1:18-27

· What do you need to do to be qualified as foolish in the eyes of the Lord?  Are you foolish?  What can you do to escape that tag?  What is the opposite of foolish?  Does that give you a clue?
Application

· Look at this lesson from the perspective of evangelism.  Look For things in your life that hinder your effectiveness as an evangelist in your family and neighborhood.
· Pray for God to illuminate those things you need to change.
