Who Is This Man?

Matthew Series – Pt. 8

8/23/08-8/24/08

Matthew 8:1-9:34

Jesus Provides Evidence of Being the Messiah

“I think the occurrence of miracles is bound up in the profound mystery of the providence, the sovereignty, the will of God, and of prayers of parents and friends as well as our own.”  
Kenneth Taylor

“The world never starves for want of wonders, but only for want of wonder.” G. K. Chesterton

“The material universe is…a message in code from God.” Malcolm Muggeridge 
Christ’s __________ Perfectly Blended ______ with __________
Outline
Cleanse Me Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals a Leper (Matt 8:1-4)
I Believe, Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant (Matt 8:5-13)

Stop the Pain, Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals Many (Matt 8:14-17)

Increase our Faith, Lord

· Jesus Calms the Storm (Matt 8:18-22)

Help Us to Understand, Lord

· Jesus Explains Some Costs of Discipleship (Matt 8:23-27)

Free Us, Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals Two Demon-Possessed Men (Matt 8:28-34)

Make Me Whole, Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals a Paralytic (Matt 9:1-8)

Meet Me Where I’m At, Oh Lord

· Jesus Calls Matthew (Matt 9:9-13)

Make Me New, Oh Lord

· Jesus is Questioned on Fasting (Matt 9:14-17)

Resurrect Me, Oh Lord

· Jesus Raises a Dead Girl & Heals a Woman (Matt 9:18-26)

Let Me See, Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals Two Blind Men (Matt 9:27-31)

Do the Impossible, Oh Lord

· Jesus Heals a Mute Demon-Possessed Man (Matt 9:32-34)
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Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1) Spurgeon, in remarking on the healing ministry of Jesus said, “The fact is certain, that we are all more or less suffering under the disease of sin.  What a comfort to know that we have a great Physician who is both able and willing to heal us!   His cures are very speedy- there is life in a look at Him; His cures are radical- He strikes at the center of the disease; and hence, His cures are sure and certain.”  How certain are you about His cures?  How are you preventing relapses?
2) In these passages, Jesus did about every miracle possible:  power over death, sickness, the weather, demons.  Outside of demonstrating the incarnate power of God, what other reasons did Jesus have for performing these miracles?  What role does individual faith play in these healings?  How can the body of Christ emulate such faith today? 

Questions for the Mind

1) Read Matt. 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10, Luke 4:16-30, Luke 18:9-14

· How does the Centurion’s humility in Mt. compare to the sinner’s humility in Luke 18? In what ways do humility and “amazing” faith go hand in hand? 

· How are the Centurion (vs.5-13), Zaraphath, and Naaman the Syrian (Lk. 4:25-30) all similar?  Why is Jesus so quick to point out the faith/obedience of the Gentile community?  Are the workings of Jesus’ miracles a result or a cause of their faith?

· In what ways do these passages challenge the Jewish understanding of being the “chosen people?”  More importantly, how do vs. 11 and 12 exhort all of us to have life-saving faith?

2) Read  Matt.8:18, Luke 9:21-26, Luke 9:57-62, 1 Pet. 2:11 

· Why do Matthew and Luke insert Jesus’ demand for his followers in between his healings?  What responsibilities come with Christ’s blessings?

· How easy does it appear to come to Jesus?  Read last week’s passage (Mt. 7:13-14). How do things change once the commitment has taken place?

3) Read  Matt. 8:1-4, 14-18, 28-34, Matt. 9:27-31, 32-34

· In two of these passages, Jesus tells the people he just healed not to tell anyone, yet in others, it is plain to everyone.  What reasons would Jesus allow for both circumstances?  

· Jesus’ miracles are met with a big spectrum:  gratitude, wonder, fear, and hatred (“He casts out demons by the prince of demons”). How do you explain such disparity?  In what ways are modern day miracles met with similar responses?

Application

1. How can you allow Christ to fully heal you in your life?  How can you show a friend or loved one the same confidence?

2. Jesus demands a high price to follow him, even bypassing loved ones to serve Him.  Why does Jesus demand this?  How can you use Christ’s high calling to reach out to estranged friends and loved ones and share with them that the cost is worth it?
