The Hard Road

Matthew Series – Pt. 10

9/6/08-9/7/08

Matthew 9:35-10:42
Jesus Lays Out the Path For His Disciples

“Don’t pray for healing; don’t try to hold me back from the glory.”  D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (last message to his family as he lay ill)

“I find that discipleship means, first, truly living. It does not mean a joy ride to haven; it does not mean that there are no trials and no burdens. But it does mean peace in your soul and joy in your heart, and a sense, a supreme sense, of the smile of the Lord upon you. It is living. And discipleship means that you are using your time on earth to the best possible advantage. The Lord Jesus says so.” William Culbertson

“Christ spent more than half His time with just twelve men, developing them into leaders who would carry on His work after He ascended to heaven.” Billy Graham 
_________________ and ________________ 

Go Hand in Hand
Outline
Who Will Go For Us?
· Jesus Casts a Vision for More Harvesters (Matt 9:35-38)
The Chosen Dozen
· Jesus Calls the 12 Apostles (Matt 10:1-4)
The Inauguration
· Jesus Gives the Core Elements of Their Immediate Mission (Matt 10:5-10)
A Place To Lay Your Head
· Jesus Gives Instructions on Housing and Hospitality (Matt 10:11-15)
Slippery Little Suckers
· Jesus Speaks Freely of the Opposition to Come (Matt 10:16-20)
Shockwave
· Jesus Promises Persecution (Matt 10:20-25)
The Quantum of Solace
· Jesus Re-Orders Their Priority of Fear (Matt 10:26-33)
Family Values
· Jesus Admits the Division He Brings (Matt 10:34-39)
As You Do to the Least of These…
· Jesus Announces a Chain of Command (Matt 10:40-42)
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DIGGING DEEPER
Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. Do you feel that you have ever been “called” or “sent out” by Jesus?  How do you know for sure?  What did you do about it?  What was the outcome?

2. Do you feel that a “need” constitutes a “call”?  Why or Why not?

3. How could you emulate Jesus as he is described in this passage?  Look at all the verbs.  What was he doing?  Does the phrase “go and do likewise “ resonate?

4. Have you ever gone anywhere to serve Jesus?  Where did you go?  Have you ever felt guilty if you did not go?  Why or Why not?  Do you think Jesus wants us to feel guilty if we do not go?

5. If you have gone, what did it cost you?  Was the benefit to cost ratio worth it?  What were the benefits?  Were the people you served better off for your going?
Questions for the Mind

1. Read:  Matt 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Lk 16:16; 17:20-21; 1 Cor 15:1-8

· What was the “good news of the Kingdom of God” preached by Jesus?  How would it have differed from the gospel preached by Paul in the 1 Cor passage?

2. Read:  Psalm 119:169-176; Jer 50:6-7; Matt 10:5-7;Matt 15:21-28

· Who were the “Lost sheep” in these passages?  In light of these verses, was Jesus disobedient when He healed the Cannanite woman’s daughter?  Why or Why not?  If He wasn’t disobedient, what was He?

3. Read:  Matt 10:22; 24:13; Jn 10:9; Acts 2:21; 16:30; Rom 9:27; 10:13; 11:26 
· Is it the one who endures to the end, or the one who believes on the name of the Lord who will be saved?  Are they the same people?  What does this really mean?

4. Read:  Psalm 18:3; Matt 8:8; 10:10-13; 10:37-38; Acts 13:35;

 Matt 11:11  
· Look up the word worthy.  Why did the people in these passages consider themselves worthy or unworthy.  Are you worthy before God?  Why or why not?  Do you know what it takes to make you worthy before God?
Application

· Make a list of all the things Jesus taught us to do in these passages.  

· Make a second list of all the things that are promised if you do these things.

· Pray for strength wisdom and perseverance to follow Jesus in all that he has called you to do
