What Do You See?

Matthew Series – Pt. 11

9/13/08-9/14/08

Matthew Chapter 11

A Challenge to Engage with What’s Been Revealed
“Consider John the Baptist. He heard a voice from heaven declaring of Jesus, ‘This is my beloved Son,’ yet when life turned south and John was staring through the bars of a prison, he started to doubt…Isn’t this true of us as well?...In the Bible, you do find those who had absolute certainty. But those who never doubted, struggled, or wrestled with what it meant to do the will of God were not the heroes of the faith…they were the Pharisees who crucified Jesus.”  John Burke, No Perfect People Allowed
“After the baptism of Jesus, John recognized him as the Coming One of whom he spoke, but now he was not so sure. Jesus had begun his own ministry, but from the reports of it which reached John in prison, it bore little resemblance to the ministry of judgment which John had foretold for the Coming One. Hence, he sent his disciples to ask…Jesus might have told the messengers to go back and say…’Yes, I am the Coming One’…But that would not have been very satisfactory…Instead, Jesus kept the messengers with him for some time, and they heard and saw what was actually happening in His ministry…Then he sent them back to tell John all about it…Jesus knew what John would make of his disciples’ report.” F. F. Bruce 

Great Men ________, for They 
_____ by _____
Outline
Final Check

· John the Baptist Questions Jesus (Matt 11:1-6)
That’s My Man

· Jesus Comments on John the Baptist (Matt 11:7-15)
No, No, No!

· Jesus Chastises the Current Generation for Not Getting It (Matt 11:16-19)
What More Can I Do?

· Jesus Chastises the Cities in Their Unbelief (Matt 11:20-24)
Psst, I Have a Secret

· Jesus Praise the Father for Revelation (Matt 11:25-27)
Extra, Extra!!!

· Jesus Offers True Rest for Souls (Matt 11:28:-30)
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit    

1) Have you ever wondered if Jesus really is who He says He is? If so, did it lead to a crisis in your faith? What did it teach you?

2) Have you ever felt like you have failed Jesus? Have you ever felt like He has failed you? 

3) Are doubts a sign we don‘t really believe what we profess? 

4) What is challenging your faith right now?
Questions for the Mind       

1) Read: Mat 3:1-11, 11:1-6; Isa 35:5-6, 61:1-3, Mal 3:1

· Where did John go for the answer to his doubts? 

· What title did John use for Jesus in Mat 11:2? Look up the title “Christ” in the dictionary. In Mat 11:.3 what  title does John use? What did John want to know about Jesus? Had Jesus fulfilled John’s expectations as The Messiah?
· Did John doubt Jesus identity or was he confused about Jesus’ ministry? 

· How did Jesus respond to John’s questions and doubts?

2) Read:  1 Kings 18, Mat 11:7-15, Lk 1:17, Isa 40:3, Mal 4:5-6

· Who was Elijah?  How does John the Baptist fit into prophecy? Have the prophecies regarding Elijah been completely fulfilled? If not, who will fulfill?

· How did both Jesus and John bear witness to the other’s identity? Why is this important?

· John the Baptist was sent to prepare God’s people for the Lord’s coming. How are our hearts prepared? Who helps us today? (Rom 5:5)
3) Read: Mat 11:16 -24, Lk 7:29-35, 12:48; Rom 1:18-22

· Who is Jesus addressing? What behaviors of John and Jesus did they criticize? How does this reveal their true hearts?

· What is the significance of the towns named? Why did Jesus pronounce judgment on them? 

· How are we responsible for the knowledge we receive? 

4) Read: Mat 11:25-30, 1 Cor 1:19-26, Jer 6:16, 31:25

· Who is Jesus now inviting to come to him? What’s it mean for Israel? For us?

· Who are the people (i.e. what is their character) that believed Jesus’ teaching? Who are the people that believe His message today? 
Application     
* Just because Israel rejected Jesus at his first coming, doesn’t mean God is through with them. How many times did you reject Jesus before accepting Him as LORD and Savior? Pray for those whom Satan has blinded to the love and grace of Jesus Christ.

* Read Col 3 for an excellent picture of who we are in Christ. 

* Choose verses which especially speak to you and memorize.
