Straining the Gnat

Matthew Series – Pt. 15
10/18/08-10/19/08

Matthew 15:1-16:12

Jesus Locks Horns with the Pharisees & Loves on the People
“When religion grows weak, superstition grows strong.”  William Barclay

“At its Latin root, the word religion is linked to the words ligature and ligament, words having both negative and positive connotations, offering both bondage and freedom of movement.” Kathleen Norris

“The door of wisdom swings on hinges of common sense and uncommon thoughts.” William Ward
_______ Used the ______ of God for Personal _________
Outline
Salad Bar Religion

· Jesus Blasts the Pharisees for Manipulating the Law for Personal Benefit (Matt 15:1-11)
Blind Guides

· Harsh Words for False Teachers (Matt 15:12-14)

Think People!

· Jesus Explains the Parable of Clean & Unclean (Matt 15:15-20)

A Little Something for the Dogs

· Jesus Heals a Gentile Woman’s Daughter (Matt 15:21-28)

Mass Healing

· Jesus’ Miracles Glorify God (Matt 15:29-31)

Mass Feeding, Part Deux

· Jesus Feeds the 4,000 (Matt 15:32-39)

Majoring in the Minors

· Jesus Speaks of Signs (Matt 16:1-4)

C’mon People, Get With It

· Jesus Warns of False Teaching Influences (Matt 16:5-12)


Straining the Gnat

Matthew Series – Pt. 15
Jesus Locks Horns with the Pharisees & Loves on the People
DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. In what ways do you honor others?  In what ways do you dishonor others?  What do you need to change to honor others at all times?

2. According to this passage, the Pharisees were “blind guides”, and “lacked understanding”.  What do you need to do in order to not be categorized the same as the Pharisees?

3. Jesus felt compassion for the people who were listening to Him teach.  Do you feel compassion for those around you?  How do you express it?

4. What are some of the ways you can guard against being influenced by “the leaven of the Pharisees” of our time?

Questions for the Mind 

· READ:  Matt 15:2,3; Mk 7:1-8; Lk 12:37,38; Col 2:8

· Was there really a law that said you must wash before meals, or was it tradition?  What was more important to Jesus?  Why do we do it today?  Look up the word tradition.  How is it different from law?

· READ:  Matt 15:7,8; 6:2-5; 7:5; 23:13-29

· What is the nature of a hypocrite?  For what did Jesus condemn them?  How do you compare?  What do you need to do to meet Jesus standard?

· READ:  Matt 15:17; Ps 111:10; 119:34,104,130,144; Pr 3:13; 9:10; 10:21; 16:22; Matt 16:9; Mk 4:13,7:18,8:21; Jn 8:43

· Look up the word “understand”. Why did Jesus consider it so Important that the disciples understand?  What is the benefit of understanding Gods word?  Why do you think the disciples did not understand?  How did they come to understand?

· READ:  Matt 15:21-24; 10:5-16; Jer 50:6; Jn 10:11-18; 1 Pet 2:21-25; Ez 34:1-15

· Scripture references sheep and lost sheep.  What does He say he will do for the lost sheep?  Are you one?  What is the difference between sheep, lost sheep, and lost sheep of  Israel?  What will God do for each of these?

· READ:  Matt 16:6-12; Mk 8:15; Lk 12:1; 1 Cor 5:6-7

· Look up the definition of leaven.  Why did Jesus warn against the leaven of the Pharisees?  What is the danger?  How can you guard against the leaven of today’s Pharisee equivalent?

Application

· What Is the sign of Jonah?  Read the book of  Jonah and come to a conclusion.  .Check some commentaries.

· Research the significance of leaven in the Old Testament. Why was their bread to be unleavened?

· Pray for understanding as you search Gods word this week.
