The Infinite Value of People

Matthew Series – Pt. 17
11/1/08-11/2/08

Matthew 18:1-19:30

Jesus Teaches the Greater Law
“Much like the church in the pagan pluralistic, promiscuous city of Corinth, the twenty-first-century church will be messy if it’s to be effective.”  John Burke, No Perfect People Allowed
“What if I stepped out of my comfortable life with nothing but God and put my faith to the test alongside of those who live with nothing every day?” Mike Yankoski, Under the Overpass
At ____ Deepest _____ We Must 

_______ People
Outline
The Child King
· A Discussion on the Greatest in the Kingdom (Matt 18:1-4)

Sinking Limbless 
· A Warning to Leading “Children” Astray (Matt 18:5-10)

Seeking and Saving
· That Parable of the Lost Sheep (Matt 18:12-14)
The 4-Step Program
· Solving Disputes Amongst Believers (Matt 18:15-20)

An Infinite Debt Forgiven
· The Parable of the Unforgiven (Matt 18:21-35)

The Created Intent of Marriage
· A Lesson on Divorce (Matt 19:1-9)

A Singular Calling
· A Few Words on Singleness (Matt 19:10-13)

Uncle Jesus
· Jesus Lays Hands on the Children (Matt 19:13-15)

The Consumption of Greed
· The Rich Young Ruler (Matt 19:16-22)

The Eye of the Needle
· The Struggle of Wealth (Matt 19:23-26)

Price Check
· Peter Questions the Benefits of Discipleship (Matt 19:27-30)
 
The Infinite Value of People

Matthew Series – Pt. 17
Jesus Teaches the Greater Law
DIGGING DEEPER
Questions for the Heart and Spirit

· Have you become like the child Jesus described, or are the blocks you play with stumbling blocks?  

· Jesus highly regarded the children.  Do you regard your children as well?  Check out 18:6 to see what Jesus thinks about those who don’t.

· Have you ever used the process described in 18:15-17?  Do you need to?

· Is there someone you need to forgive?  What happens to those who do not forgive their brother?

· Are you rich?  Does 19:24 apply to you?  Do 19:29-30 apply to you?
Questions for the Mind

READ:  Gen 3:16; Ps 127:3; Matt 18:3Mk 10:14; Eph 6:4; Col 3:20

· What value does god place on children?  Are children a blessing or a curse?  Do you need to reevaluate your treatment of children?  What is their responsibility to you as parents?

READ:  Ps 51:10-13; Matt 18:2-4; Jn 12:34-40; Rom 16:1-5; 1 Tim 3:1-6

· What does it mean to be converted in the Biblical sense?  Look up the word convert in the dictionary.  Have you been converted?  What does it take to be converted according to the Matthew scripture?

READ:  Lev 19:9-14; Jer 6:19-21; Ez 14:1-8; Ez 44:10-13; Matt 13:37-42; 16:21-23; 18:7-9; Rom 14:12-19; 1 Cor 1:21-25

· So, just what is a stumbling block?  Who puts it there?  What can be done about it, or how do you get rid of it?  Or, are you the one putting the stumbling blocks in place?  Identify ways to avoid stumbling blocks based on scripture.

READ:  Deut 32:39-41; 1 Sam 26:21-25; Matt 16:26-27; 18:21-33; Rom 12:19-21; 1 Thess 5:15

· How many meanings of the word “repay” do you find in these scriptures?  Who is doing the repaying?  Do you have someone you need to repay, or is there someone you need to forgive for not repaying?  What is the difference between repaying and showing mercy?  Why do you think God is so keen on repayment?

READ:  Pr 18:11; Jer 9:23-24; Matt 19:23-26; Lk 16:19-31; James 1:9-12    
· These scriptures describe a “rich man” as one who has wealth.  Why is it that a man of wealth finds it so difficult to enter the kingdom of heaven?  What is the hope for the rich man?  Are there examples of rich men believing in  the Lord in scripture?  Name some.
Application

· Research the subject of divorce in Scripture.  Why does God hate it so?

· Think of someone you need to forgive or show mercy to, and do it.

· Make a special effort to show love to someone this week. (spouse, children, friend, neighbor, etc.
