A King’s Ransom

Matthew Series – Pt. 18
11/15/08-11/16-08

Matthew Chapter 20

A Sovereign Lord’s Desire
“Justice renders to every one his due.” Cicero
“I have always found that mercy bears richer fruits than strict justice.” Abraham Lincoln 
God’s __________ is Complemented by His _________ and _________
Outline
One Step Beyond Fair

· The Parable of the Payments (Matt 20:1-16)

Death Details

· Jesus Spells Out His Death Plan (Matt 20:17-19)

Vying for the Throne

· James’ & John’s Mother Asks Favor From Jesus (Matt 20:20-23)

An Upside Down Ladder

· Jesus Re-Lays the Foundation of Servant Leadership (Matt 20:24-28)

A Messiah Approaches Jerusalem

· Jesus Heals Two Blind Men (Matt 20:29-34) 
Notes:
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A King’s Ransom

Matthew Series – Pt. 18
A Sovereign Lord’s Desire
DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit

· Are you ever jealous of others for having or getting more than you get?  How about the size of your house or the kind of car?   What are some other things that you might be envious of?

· There is much talk in our world today about fairness.  Do you think the world would consider the treatment of the laborers in ch 20 fair?  Do you consider it fair?  Why or why not?

· Have you or are you presently in a situation you consider unfair?  Share it with someone and get their response.  Is their response consistent with the ch. 20 story, or not?

· What do you think Jesus meant by “the first shall be last and the last first”?  What about equality?  Does this story illustrate hierarchy or equality?

· How important is position to you?  What are your priorities in life?

Questions for the Mind

Read: Deut 26:6-7; Josh 16:1-10; Jud 1:30; I Kings5:13; 2 Chron 8:7-8  
· What are the differences between the laborers in these references, and those in Matt 20?  What does that tell us about the differences between the labor supervisors in these references and the one in ch. 20?  Who do you think is the landowner in chapter 20?

Read: Lk 3:14; Jn 4:31-38; Rom 4:4; Rom 6:23

· How do the wages in these references differ from those in the ch. 20 story?  How are they alike?  What is the justification for paying all the ch. 20 laborers the same wage?

Read: Ex 16:2-12; Josh 9:18-21; Matt 20:10; Lk 15:1-7; Jn 6:41-51; Phil 2:14-16  
· What does it mean to grumble?  What was the result of the grumbling in each of these passages?  If grumbling results in a favorable outcome, why does Paul advocate no grumbling in the Philippian passage?

Read: Jer 49:7-18; Matt 20:22-23; 1 Cor 10:14-22; 1 Cor 11:23-34

· What was the result of “drinking the cup” in each of these passages?  How do they differ?  What did Jesus mean when he said “my cup you shall drink” in matt 20:10?

Read:  Ps 145:8-9; Matt 5:7; Matt 20:30-34; Lk 1:50; Rom 9:15-18; Rom 11:29-33; Eph 2:1-7   

· What do these verses tell us about God’s mercy?  Why did He show mercy to the blind men?  Why does He show mercy to us?  How has God shown his mercy to you?  Share.
Application
· List the Characteristics of God illustrated in this Chapter.

· Jesus taught in stories.  Share your story with your kids, your Bible Study group, or a neighbor.  Consider what you can teach them about God based on your story.
