As the Future Catches You

Matthew Series – Pt. 19
11/22/08-11/23/08

Matthew 21

A Coming King
“Treason doth never prosper: what’s the reason? Why if it prosper, none dare call it treason.”  Sir John Harrington
“But when (Israel) said, ‘Give us a king to lead us,’ this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD told him: ‘Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you.” 1 Samuel 8:6-8
There is No Such Thing as an 

_________   _________
Outline
A King and His Noble Steed
· The Triumphal Entry (Matt 21:1-11)
Let’s Try This Again
· Jesus Clears the Temple (Matthew 21:12-13)
From the Mouth of Babes
· Jesus is Praised as Messiah by the Children (Matthew 21:14-17)
Fruitless
· The Withering of the Fig Tree (Matthew 21:18-22)
Quid Pro Quo
· Jesus’ Authority is Questioned (Matthew 21:23-27)
Lip Service & Action
· The Parable of the Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-32)
Rebels in the Kingdom
· The Parable of the Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46)
Notes
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Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. Have you accepted Christ as the king of your life? Does your life reflect that choice?  Daily?
2. In what way has the modern day church allowed itself to returned to being a ‘den of robbers,’ if at all?

3. What do your children (or the children around you) seem to understand and accept about Jesus that you don’t?

4. What do you supposed Jesus feels about how we use our time here on Earth?

5. Do you honestly believe that Christ as the right to tell you what to do?

6. How much of the Bible do you think is specific messages to the Jewish people, but we take it to be applicable to us (Gentiles)?
Questions for the Mind

1) Read 1 Samuel 8
· Why did Israel want a king so bad?
· How did it work out for them?

· In what way are we similar to them and clamoring for the same?
2) Read Dt 11:13-21; Psalm 8; Psalm 78:1-8; Joel 1:1-3; Mt 11:25
· Where do you supposed the children learned to sing ‘Hosanna?’
· What does the Bible tell us that we should convey to our children?

· Are you telling them these things?  In a manner that they can understand?
3) Read 1 Kings 19:9-18; Mt 23:37-39; Lk 11:47-51; Heb 1:1-3; 11:32-40; Acts 5:17-42; 6:8-15, 51-60
· Why has the world been so brutal to the prophets throughout history?
· What is it that we don’t want to hear?  Why do we get so violent about it?

· What ‘prophets’ are sent to us in this day that we ignore?

· Is the church sharing the same information that the prophets were? Why do we see a different response in America than they did? Will this last?
Application

1. Pray that God would open your eyes to His will this week. Pray that He would make it clear what He wants you to do and how He wants you to do it. Then keep your eyes open for the leading of the Spirit particularly this week.  Try to respond to the promptings of the Lord, when wise and when possible.
2. Take some time and appreciate someone that is investing in your spiritually.  Tell them what you are learning, or have learned from them and how much they have meant to you.  Try to pick someone that is less obvious that might actually be surprised at the praise.
