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Matthew Chapter 22

The Religious Leaders Challenge Jesus
“The call to follow means…adherence to the person of Jesus Christ and fellowship with him. The life of discipleship is not the hero-worship we would pay to a good master, but obedience to the Son of God.”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“You cannot stay where you are and go with God.  You cannot continue doing things your way and accomplish God’s purposes in His ways.” Claude V. King & Henry Blackaby

“There are only two religions…the religion of divine accomplishment, which is biblical Christianity, and the religion of human achievement, which includes all other kinds of religion, by whatever names they may go under.” John MacArthur 

“What will finally destroy us is not communism or fascism but man acting like God.” Malcolm Muggeridge 
Continued ________ is a Sign of 

No __________
Outline
Rejected

· The Parable of the Wedding Banquet (Matt 22:1-14)
Give to God What’s His

· The Pharisees & Herodians Test Jesus (Matt 22:15-22)
Riddle Me This

· The Sadducees Question Jesus (Matt 22:23-33)
The Greatest Commandment

· Jesus is Challenged by an Expert in the Law (Matt 22:34-40)
Your Turn

· Jesus Tests the Pharisees on the Messiah (Matt 22:41-46)
Notes
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. Are you a part of the Kingdom of Heaven?  Where is it right now?  Do you know what you must do to become a part of it?

2. Is the Kingdom of Heaven the same as the Kingdom of God?  Do you know where to find out?  Whose Kingdom is it anyway?

3. Have you ever thrown a party and no one came?  How did you feel, or how would you feel if it happened to you?  How do you feel about the kings response in the Matthew 22 story?  Was he justified in his actions?

4. Do you think the wedding feast in Matt 22 is the same as the one in Revelation19?  Why or why not?

5. How do you feel about the “no marriage in heaven” bit?  What are the angels in heaven like?

6. Why do you think Jesus asked the Pharisees the question in Matt 22:42?  What do you think He accomplished?

Questions for the Mind

1. Read:  Mk 1:14-15; 4:10-11; 9:1; Lk 10:1-11; 17:20-21; Rom 14:16-17; 1 Cor 6:9-10; Rev 12:7-10  
· Give a definition of the Kingdom of God.  Where is it located?  What is its duration?  (Check your Bible Dictionary)

2. Read:  Matt 22 1-14; Lk 12:36-40

· What is your interpretation of the Matt 22 parable?  How is it different from the Lk 12 parable?  What is the primary message of each parable?  What do the wedding clothes represent?  What was the nature of the punishment?  Why?  (See Matt 24:50-51; Lk 13:27-28)

3.  Read:   Matt 22:16; 16:6; Mk 3:6; 12:13; 8:15; Lk 20:20

· Who were the Herodians?  Were they  for or against Jesus?  How about the Sadducees?  How did they differ from the Pharisees?  (See a Bible Dictionary)

4.  Read:  Matt 22:41-46

· Why were the Pharisees so confounded by Jesus` question?  Did they not know the answer, or did they refuse to answer?  Why would they refuse?  Do you know the answer?  What is it?

Application

· Look up the definition of Messiah.  Does Jesus fit the description?

· Pray that God will give you insight into the meaning of scripture, especially the parables, as you study His word.

· Research the nature of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Use Scripture, commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and other resources.
