Head’s Up

Matthew Series – Pt. 22
12/13/08-12/14/08

Matthew 24

Jesus Speaks of His Return
“The activity Jesus wants to encourage is not date-setting but readiness.”  Ray Stedman
“The best way to prepare for the coming of Christ is never to forget the presence of Christ.” William Barclay

“If you picture Time as a straight line along which we have to travel, then you must picture God as the whole page on which the line is drawn.” C. S. Lewis
This ______ We Do ______
Christ Will _______
Outline
When, Teacher, When?

· The Disciples Question Jesus on the End of the World (Matt 24:1-3)
Jumping the Gun

· Jesus Warns Against Deception & Assumptions (Matt 24:4-8)
Fight to the Death

· Jesus Promises Persecution & Challenges Steadfastness (Matt 24:9-14)
Run to the Hills

· Jesus Speaks of the Dreadful Day (Matt 24:15-22)
Liar, Liar

· Jesus Warns Again Against False Messiah’s (Matt 24:23-28)
Ya Can’t Miss It

· Jesus Describes His Visual Return (Matt 24:29-31)
Signs

· Jesus Warns to Watch for Indicators (Matt 24:32-36)
A Ho-Hum Day

· Jesus Warns of the Sudden, Unexpected Nature of His Return (Matt 24:37-42)
Prepped and Ready

· Jesus Warns His Followers to be Ready (Matt 24:43-51)
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DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit    

1) How do you respond to the opportunities God gives you? What is your heart motivation? How do Christians betray Jesus  today?
2) How do you react under stress and temptation? Who do you look most like- Judas? Peter? Jesus? Mary?

3) Oswald Chambers said “Never let the sense of failure corrupt your new action”. Have you allowed your failures to sidetrack you?
Questions for the Mind       

1) Read:  Mat 16:21, 17:22-23, 20:18-19, 26:1 

· What was Jesus saying in each of these verses?

· Why does Jesus often refer to himself as the “Son of Man”? Look the title up in a bible dictionary or encyclopedia. Why is this important in light of Jesus’ coming crucifixion as the “Son of God”?

2) Read: Mat 26:6-16; Mrk 14:3-9; Jn 12:1-8; Ex 21:32; Deut 15:11; Isa 53:3; Zech 11:12 

· According to John, who is the woman that anointed Jesus? Do you think she knew the significance of her actions?  Did the apostles? Why were the apostles indignant? 

· Review Matthew 25’s teaching (caring for the poor). Why does Jesus now praise the woman’s actions? 

· Compare the woman’s extravagant and costly actions with Judas’ selling out Jesus for a “bargain price”.  What was each one’s motivation?

3) Read: Mat 26:17-30; Jn 1:29; Ex 12; Deut 16:3-8; 1 Cor 5:7, 11:23-26

· Look up the two celebrations (Feast of Unleavened Bread and Passover) listed in these verses. When are they celebrated: What do they symbolize? 

· How does the Passover point to Jesus’ atoning sacrifice?

· What does the Lord’s Supper mean to you? What should it mean? 

· How did Jesus link the old mosaic covenant with the new covenant? 

4) Read: Mat 26:31-46; Mrk 14:27-31; Lk 22:31-38; Jn 13:31-38; Zech 13

· Read Zech 13 thinking about this night’s events. Why did Jesus quote form Zechariah 13 (vs. 7)? 

· How did Peter’s behavior model our own at times?

· How does Jesus prayer model the way we should act in times of temptation?
Application     

· If you are feeling you have missed an opportunity from the Lord, Pray -Rise up and do the next thing. Satan loves to sidetrack us with our failures-don’t let him!
· Study the Passover/ biblical feasts of the OT and their significance in prophesy.  Next spring, attend a Messianic Seder and celebrate anew.      
