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The Book of Philemon

Restoration and Reconciliation in Community
“There is no place in the Body of Christ for an individualism that does not care about others… Never are we more like God than when we forgive. Never are we more like Christ than when we pay someone else's debt so that reconciliation can take place.”  John MacArthur.

“He who, by the good providence of God, has property and influence thus to employ, and a heart to do it, need not envy the state of the highest ecclesiastic in the church of Christ. Both the heart and the means to do secular good are possessed by few, whereas multitudes are found willing both to teach in and govern the church.” Adam Clarke

“Christ’s ministers are your souls’ physicians. We are not fiddlers to tickle your ears, nor confectioners to please your palates, but physicians to cure your diseases; and if you nauseate our most needful medicines we are not withhold them, and gratify you with sugared poisons.”  
C. H. Spurgeon

“Despite Philemon's spiritual maturity and deep love for Paul, the apostle knew it would be humanly difficult for him to forgive Onesimus.” John MacArthur 
_______________ is the ________ of God
Outline
From All of Us

· Meeting the Crew in Rome (1:1-3)
My Good Brother

· Paul Comments on the Incredible Character of Philemon (1:4-7)
Under My Cover

· Paul Intercedes for Onesimus the Slave (1:8-11)
Be Good To Him

· Paul Sends Onesimus Back to Philemon (1:12-16)
Picture It’s Me

· Paul Challenges Philemon to do the Right Thing (1:17-21)
Bye For Now

· Paul Sends Greetings to Colossae (Philemon 1:22-25)

Philemon

DIGGING DEEPER

· Questions for the Heart and Spirit
1. Are you enslaved to anyone or anything?  Think about it, and Pray that God would reveal any enslavement in your life.

2. Is there anything in your life that you need to set right with another person?  Now would be a good time to do that.

3. What are some of the consequences that you would face to make things right to one you may have wronged, or not met an obligation to?  Think about the possible consequences for Onesimus.  Are yours as great?

4. What gave Onesimus the strength to go back and make things right with his master?  Could this help you to do likewise?

5. Do you have someone in your life whom you need to encourage to do the right thing as Paul did for Onesimus?
· Questions for the Mind

· Read:  Gen 39:20-23;  Judg 16:21-27;  Jer 37:4-15;  Jer 14:1-3;  Matt 14:1-3;  Ps 146:1-7

· The above scriptures tell us that many of the well known people of the Bible were put in prison.  How do the above examples differ from Paul’s imprisonment from verse 1?  Are you a prisoner of Christ?

· Read:  Philemon 10;  2 Kings 81-6;  Matt 26:51-53;  Acts 16:9-10;  2 Cor 5:17-20;  Acts 25:23-27;  Jude 3 

· Look up the word ”appeal”  in the dictionary. To whom was the appeal directed in each of these verses?  What is the difference between an appeal and a prayer?  Can they be the same?
· Read:  Ex 6:1;  1 Cor 9:16;  2 Cor 9:6-7;  Philemon 14;  1 Pet 5:1-4
· What does it mean to be under compulsion?  Who or what compelled Paul?  Who or what compels you?  Are you and Paul on the same wavelength?  Does your focus need an adjustment?
· Read:  Philemon 19;  Matt 16-27;  Matt 18:21-27;  Lk 10:30-37;  Rom 12:19;  2 Thess 1:3-8  
· Paul offered to repay the debt of Onesimus.  How does the debt owed in these verses differ from Onesimus` debt?  Or does it?  What is the difference?  Have you ever paid a debt that belonged to someone else?  What was your motivation?  Was it different than Paul’s?
· Read:  Philemon 8, 21;  Job 4:3-6;  Ps 71:4-6;  2 Cor 3:2-4; Eph 3:8-12;  Heb 13:5-8

· In whom did Paul place his confidence that Philemon would do the right thing?  In the other referenced scriptures, in whom was confidence placed? In whom do you place your confidence?
· Application
· Now go and do the right thing, according to the scriptures.
