God’s Economic Stimulus Plan

Series – Pt. 9
5/10/08-5/11/08

Selected Proverbs

Handling Money Wisely
“The dead take to the grave, clutched in their hands only what they have given away.”  DeWitt Wallace

“If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten out almost every other area of his life.” Billy Graham

“Giving from the heart breaks the power of money, because the giver must first acknowledge the true Owner of the money and see himself or herself as merely a manager of those finances.”  Ron Blue 

“Money has demonically usurped the role in modern society which the Holy Spirit is to have in the Church.” Thomas Merton

“Money has the power, the spiritual power, to win our hearts.  Behind our coins and dollar bills or whatever material form we choose to give our money are spiritual forces.” Richard Foster 
_______ is both a ___________ Test & a Tangible ___________
Outline
What God Does

· Giving to God First – Prov 3:9-10
· Wisdom’s Financial Benefit – Prov 8:18; 15:6; 24:3-4
· Contentment & Peace – Prov 10:22; 13:25; 15:16-17; 23:4-5; 30:7-9
What Money Does

· The Facts of Wealth – Prov 14:20; 19:4, 6-7; 22:7
· Limits of What Money Can Do – Prov 11:4, 28; 17:16; 22:2; 27:20; 28:11; 29:13
· Liability of Wealth – Prov 13:8; 18:11
· Greed – Prov 11:26; 15:27; 28:20, 22, 25
What We Must Do

· Honesty – Prov 13:7
· Saving – Prov 13:11, 22; 20:21; 21:20
· Generosity – Prov 3:27-28; 11:24-25; 19:17; 21:13; 22:9; 28:27

When Enough is Enough

6/30/07-7/1/07

2nd Corinthians 2:5-11

Forgiveness for the Sinner
DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit    

1) It has been said that “We either manage money or it will manage us”. Where do you see yourself in the equation?

2) Is money one of the areas that you consistently struggle with? Can you pinpoint why? Don’t say you don’t have enough money - what is the underlying issue? 

3) As a Christian, do you see your responsibilities to handle money differently? How has it changed? 
Questions for the Mind       

1) Read:  Prov 15:27, Mat 6:24, Eph 5:5, Col 3:5, 1 Tim 6:10

· What is the problem with wealth? Why do you think money is such a problem for us?

· Look up the word “serve” (Mat 6:24) in a concordance. What insight does it give you?  

· God calls covetousness idolatry. What does He mean? 

· How does today’s modern business and society see covetousness? Where so you see yourself?

2) Read: Josh 7:19-26, Judges 16:4-6, Prov 11:28, Mat 26:14-16, Acts 5:1-10

· What is the heart of the issue in each passage?
· What is the price of being deceived by the love of money?

· How should we regard money and it’s ultimate source?

· What are the true riches we should pursue? 

3) Read: Num 3:5-13, Prov 3:9-10; 15:16; 21:5; 27:23-27, 

Heb 13:5

· What 5 principles of money management are illustrated in the Prov 27 passage?

· How does honoring God provide blessings?

· How is our willingness to bring money under God’s control related to our spiritual development? 

· How much money is enough? Really?
Application     

· An Arabian proverb says “Covetousness has for its mother unlawful desire, for its daughter injustice, and for its friend violence.” What does this mean for you personally? for society? 

· There are many wonderful biblically-based financial ministries (i.e. Crown Financial). Pray, asking God if that is something He would like you to be a part of. Talk with one of the Bridgeway elders for more information.
