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Selected Proverbs

Wise & Godly Character
“Integrity is like the weather: everybody talks about it but nobody knows what to do about it.” Stephen Carter

“Our thinking guides our choices; choices become habits; habits create character.” Charles Colson

“You never learn much from hearing yourself talk.”  George Clooney

“The most important qualities of life – a life of integrity, a strong work ethic, treating people with dignity – arise out of the changeless core that is constantly re-energized in the presence of God.” Wayne Schmidt 

__________ without _____ & ______ is Ultimately ________
Introduction

· Worldly Wisdom vs. Godly Wisdom
· Love’s Foundation (1 Cor 13:1-3)

· Determining Your Path (Prov 19:2)

Lesson

· God Knows Our Hearts

· Motives Matter – Prov 15:11; 16:2; 17:3; 20:27; 21:2, 27

· Integrity – Wholeness Through and Through

· Holistic Living – Prov 20:11

· Authenticity – Prov 12:9; 13:7

· Self Awareness – Prov 20:9; 27:19

· Honest Before God – Prov 28:13

· Follow Righteousness – Make Good Decisions – Do the Hard Thing

· Practically Wise – Prov 13:16

· Proper Priority – Prov 21:3

· Resisting Evil – Prov 20:1; 25:26

· Purity, Innocence & Deception

· Striving for Innocence & Purity – Prov 21:8

· Refusing Deceit – Prov 13:5; 21:8; 22:28; 23:10-11

· Don’t Repeat Your Folly – Prov 26:11


Children of God
Wise & Godly Character
DIGGING DEEPER

Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. Where do you go to find out if your character is wise and Godly?  To whom would you compare yourself?  Would it be your neighbor, your pastor, your grandma, or someone else?

2. If you are striving to have a Godly character, wouldn’t it make sense to compare yourself to God, who is the source of all wisdom?   Since the Bible is the Word of God, and contains many descriptions of His character and wisdom, Why not look there?

3. If we compare ourselves to God, and God is by definition, perfect, how are we likely to come out in the comparison?  How close are you?

4. Are you aware that there is a way that, in the eyes of God, you can be perfect?  Do you know the way?

5. In the meantime, do you know how you can gain in wisdom?

Questions for the Mind

1. READ:  Prov 14:34; Ps 145:17; Ps 92:12; I Jn 2:29; Isa 45:21; 

· What do these scriptures indicate is an important part of Godly character?  How are you doing at pursuing this character quality?  How is this character quality developed?

2. READ:  Ex 34:6-7; I Cor 10:13; I Pet 4:19; Ps 86:5, 15; 103:8; Prov 14:31; 19:17

· Which of God’s character qualities are spoken of in these verses?  How could you go about developing these in your own life?  Read Galatians 5:18-25 for a clue.

3. READ: Deut 32:4; Prov 15:19;  Prov 21:3; Ps 25:8; 92:15

· How do you rate in this department?  Do you realize that God rates 100%?  Do you know how you can get there too?

4. READ:  1 Jn 1:5, 8; Gen 17:1; Prov 5:21; Ps 139:1-16; Jer 32:17
· What is this?  Can we ever hope to attain these Godly characteristics?  Is there a difference between having a Godly character and being God?  Are there certain character traits which God has that we will never have?

5. READ:  2 Pet 3:8-9; James 5:7-8

· What is the benefit of the Lords patience?  Is two thousand years a bit much?  In light of this time, how long have you been asked to be patient?  Do you now feel impatient, or is godly patience different?
Application
1. Research and read other scripture describing Gods character, and compare to where you are on these traits.

2. Read a book such as J.I. Packer, “Knowing God”, or Tozer`s “Knowledge of the Holy”, or another of your choice relating to Godly character.

3. Set time apart to pray daily that God would conform you to His character and give you wisdom.  (James 1:5)
