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Quote


“The church at Pergamum can be compared to the church today…we have a secular society that places a great deal of pressure on Christians to compromise and conform…it is hard to tell the Christians from the non-Christians by their lifestyle and attitudes…(and) most of the cults have originated in church settings…We must develop preachers and teachers who make theological truth exciting and relevant…we must repent.” Grant Osborne
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Questions for the Heart and Spirit 


If Ephesus was known as “Discernment without Love,” Thyatira was known as “Love without Discernment.”  Which is worse?  Which seems more important in times of great tribulation?


Why do you think that God would choose a town as insignificant as Thyatira to be an example to the rest of Christianity?


Questions for the Mind 


1.  Read:  Rev. 2:12-17, Num. 22-24, 1 Cor. 5:1-13, 6:12-7:41


How would you address the charge that Satan’s throne was Your City, CA?  Is the attack from the enemy from outside or inside the church? How are the Nicolaitans and followers of Balaam similar?


Read:  Rev 2:13, 17, 2 Tim. 3:12, Deut. 8:3, Matt. 4:4


Despite the Satanic forces, there is a sense of victory.  What are the benefits for suffering and enduring? What would “hidden manna” and a “white stone,” mean to John’s audience?


 Read:  Rev 2:18-28, 1 Kings 16:31, 21:25,2 Kings 9:7, Acts 16:14


What is significant (or insignificant) about the letter to the church at Thyatira?  Who is Jezebel?  A person/movement? Why do you think so?  It appears that there were a great deal of guilds and businesses in Thyatira, (one of which was owned by the Lydia mentioned in Acts.)  How could that compromise the Christian’s walk?


Read:  Rev 2:18, 26-28; Psalm 2:7-9, Num. 24:17


Christ is referred to the “Son of God” in the letter to Thyatira, and the passage begins and ends with his traits as conqueror and ruler with a “rod of iron.”  Why the powerful imagery? Is the threat as big as the reward?  What is the “morning star?” How is John alluding to Balaam again?


Application


Do you find that your own struggles come from your own shortcomings, or do you feel that there are attacks from the enemy/environment/ economy?   Based on what you’ve just read, does the difference really matter?  What does matter?


What are the modern versions of the Nicolaitians, Jezebel, and the followers of Balaam?  Are they any less deadly?


John Stott’s commentary on Revelation is called Revelation:  The Triumph of Christ, and Dennis Johnson’s commentary is called The Triumph of the Lamb.  What do you see your conversations gravitating toward when you discuss/read Revelation?  How can we be sure to have Christ at the forefront of such discussions?with John?  Does this give you a clue as to Gods purpose for the book of Revelation?


Application


1. Make a list of the names, characteristics or titles ascribed to Jesus in todays passage.  Does this leave any doubt in your mind as to who the Bible claims Jesus to be?


2. Pray that God will give you clarity of understanding as to His message as we study His Revelation.








Notes  
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